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ABSTRACT 

An overview of the basic system ot education in 
Tunisia is presented in this booklet. Since Tunisia's independence in 
1956, the government has emphasized the role of education as a major 
factor in building a modern nation. The educational system in Tunisia 
is based on both the nation's own rich cultural background and also 
on the linguistic and pedagogical heritage obtained from France 
during the French Protectorate (1880-1956). Tunisia's leaders are 
committed to attaining universal primary education, providing 
educational opportunity to all levels of society, and eradicating 
illiteracy. Today the system is organized into a 6-year primary cycle 
and a secondary cycle that includes academic., technical, and 
vocational programs of varying lengths. The structure, control, 
language of instruction, grading system, academic calendar, legal 
basis, administration, and financing of the system are discussed. 
Special emphasis is given to the description of programs for primary 
education, secondary and vocational education, teacher education, and 
higher education. Current plans for the future, a selected glossary 
of terms, and a selected reading list are also included. 
(Author/DE) 
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THE COUNTRY AND THE PEOPLE 



Location: Northern coast of Africa; bordered on the north 
and east by the Mediterranean Sea, on the east and south 
by Libya, on the west by Algeria. 

Size: .Approximately 63.100 square miles. 

Major Subdivisions: 13 (^ouvcrnorats (provinces) . 

Official Language: Arabic: Fiench spoken as a second lan- 
guage by approximately 15 percent of the population 
and used widely in government, business, and education; 



Berber spoken by approximately I percent. 

Population: 5.1 million (1971 estimate). 

People: 97 percent Arab, Berber, or mixture; small Euro- 
pean minority. 

Literacy Rare: 30 percent (1070 estimate). 

Religion: More thnn 95 percent i\ft;slini; small Christian 
and Jewish minorities;. 



THE BASIC SYSTEM 

History 

Since Tiniisia's inclepcndenL. iii 1956, the Gov- 
cinnicnt has cmpliasi/cd the role of education as 
a major factor in building a modern nation, and 
its leaders have committed themselves to attaining 
iiniversal primary education, providing educa- 
tional opportunity to all levels of society, and 
erad ica t i ng i 1 1 i teracy. 

Education in Tunisia today is based both on 
the nation's own rich cidlural background and also 
on the lingtiibiic and pedagogical heritage from 
France dtning the long period of the French 
Protectorate (1880-1956). 

Tunisia is steeped in the religious and cidtiiral 
heritage of Ishmi, a heritage in which learning has 



traditionally been accorded a place of respect in 
society. Until the latter half of the 19th century, 
however, edticalion \v'as primarily religious, with 
instrtrc»'>n in the Qtnan (Koran) offered in 
kuttabs For those who wished to continue their 
religious education at a higher level, there was the 
Zitouna mosque-university. By the latter half of 
the I9lh century, increasing contact with the 
Western \VoiU\ had resulted in a growing aware- 
ness of Western ideas and .technology and their 
role in development. This awareness was reflected 
in the curriculum of Sadiqi College, established in 
187.5. Repiesenting an attempt to combine modern 
subjects taught by Westerners with traditional 



^ KuUabs were religious schools where pupils, generally 
aged 5 through 16, memorized the Quran and were taught 
Islamic traditions, and, in some cases, elementary reading 
and writing. 
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Islamic studies, Sadiqi College offered a program 
that included mathematics, science, and geogiaphy, 
in addition to religious subjects. 

From JS80 io 1956.-T)\\x\\\g the French Pro- 
tectorate (1880-1956), schools identical to those in 
France were set up for and primarily attended by 
children of European (chiefly French) settlers. 
Parallel to these, a system of Franco- Arabic schools 
developed that offered essentially French educa- 
tion with the addition of Islamic studies and 
Arabic. This system later served as the model for 
the school system of independent Tunisia. There 
were also two ty|XJs of Quranic (religious) schools: 
(1) Those that had added some modern subjects 
to the basic curriculum of Islamic studies, and (2) 
those that had maintained the traditional cur- 
riculum without adding modern studies. The 
Franco-Arabic and the Quranic schools were at- 
tended primarily by Tunisian Muslim children. By 
the end of the Protectorate, however, only a 
small percentage of Tunisian children were attend- 
ing primary and secondary schools.- 

From 'mdejyciidcncc to /P(;7.— Education, to the 
leaders of independent Tunisia, was a mearts of 
creating an indigenous supply of manpower 
trained in the skills and specialties needed to 
build and run a modern nation. It was also a 
means of developing an enlightened citizenry, 
modern in thought and viewpoint and receptive 
to new ideas of progress and social reform. Estab- 
lishing a modern education system, to which all 
Tunisians would have access, thus became a 
matter of high priority. 

Soon after independence in 1956, therefore, a 
technical committee addressed itself to the specific 
tasks of unifying the existing educational structure, 
"renationalizing * the content of the curriculum, 
adapting it to the Tunisian context and to the 
goals and needs of the country, and extending it 
vertically and horizontally. The work of this 
committee resulted in the Education Reform Law 
of 1958, which integrated the various types of 
schools into a unified national school system, 
modeled on the Franco-Arab schools and placed 
under the jurisdiction of a Ministry of National 
Education. It also extended educational oppor- 
tunity to all social classes, and made education free 
at every level. A uniform curriculum was devel- 
oped for both primary and secondary schools that 
included greater emphasis on Aiabic language and 

'According to Leon Carl Brown, in 195.5 only 26 percent 
of aU primary school-age children end 3 percent of all 
secondary school-age children uere attending school. See 
Leon Call Brown, •'Tunisia/* Education and Political 
Developmeni, James Coleman, ed. Princeton Univeisiiy 
Press, 1965. 



literature. Islamic religion ana thought, and the 
history and geography of Tunisia and the Arab 
World. 

Under the Law of 1958 the system was organized 
to begin with a 6-year primary cycle, which was 
to be followed either by a 6-year academic sec- 
ondary cycle leading to a baccalaureate or a 
technical diploma, or by a 3-year terminal cycle 
(intermediate school, or college mpyen) that would 
provide practical training in addition to academic 
study. Instruction during the first 2 years at the 
primary level was to be entireljj in Arabic; the 
study of the French language was begun in the 
third year; and French became ^|the language of 
instruction for certain subjects in^the fourth year. 

Entrance into either type of secondary program 
was based on results in a competitive ^enifance 
examination, with a third of those who continued 
at the secondary level directed into the intermedi- 
ate program. The goals of the academfc secondary 
program were to provide a general, edtic-uion, to 
train nu'ddle-level personnel, and to prepare 
students fou higher level study. The college moyeti, 
a new creation of the 1958 reform, provided 
students with special skill training as well as gen- 
eral education, thus enabling them— theoretically, 
at least— to be absorbed into the economy in a 
comparatively short time. 

The baccalaureate program was made up o£ two 
3-year cycles. In the first cycle students followed 
a uniform first-year curriculum, and then were 
directed toward more specialized study for the 
second and third years. The second cycle included 
a general program, an economics program, and 
an industrial program. The general program was 
made up of the following specializations leading 
to a baccalaureate: .\fodern languages (including 
both Arabic and modern foreign languages), 
classical languages, science.s, or mathematics. In 
addition, the general program included a 6-year 
normal .school course following immediately Jifter 
the primary cycle and leading to a diploma. The 
economics program included an economics section 
leading to a baccalaureate and a commercial sec- 
tion leading to a diploma. Students in die indus- 
trial program could follow a specialization either 
in technical mathematics leading to a baccalau- 
reate or in industrial studies. In the latter case a 
diploma in industrial studies (brcvel d* enscignc* 
mcnt imhtslriel) was awarded after the fifth year, 
and a diploma of technician {brevet de technicieri), 
after the sixth year. 

The intermediate (or middle) school included 
general, industrial, and commercial sections, 
leading to a middle school diploma. 
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Structure of the Tunisian Educational System 



PRIMARY 



LOWER 
SECONDARY 



UPPER 
SECONDARY 



HIGHER 



The University of Tunis 
and specialized schools and institutes 



"Long" Secondary General (academic) 

— {TJ- 2 -{T|--{T] Malhematics 
1 - 2 -[TJ-jT] Science 



1st cycfe 
(Tronc commun) 



Preprimary Primary p i - 2 

rjirKIHIHIHIHI^ - 



Vocational 
Secondary 

Industrial 



other 

Agriculturaf 



Baccalaureate 



— QJ-|T]-{Tj-|T] Economic sciences 
1 — I 2 [-[3r[-[T| Technical sciences 

Technical 

1 M 2 M 3 Commercial: Administration"^^ 
I 2 W 3 Commercial: Management 



pfT}- 




MTj- 














^ 2 



>Commercial diploma* 



Industrial: Civil enginee 



ring / 



Technical diploma* 



Teacher Education 

-4Tl^Tlrril-rTl Nortnal school diploma 



4 Vocation?! diploma*? 

Vocational 

(agricultural vocational training centers) 
^^^1 — -1 -[T|-[T] (technically oriented) Agricultural diploma 



2 "'|3[--|T] (scientifically oriented) 

Agricultural baccalaureate 



Public heafth 



Sociaf service 



Manual skif/s 



Certificate or diploma 



Certificate or diploma 



(pre-apprenticeship training centers) 



*In exceptional cases student may enter final year of one of the 7-year secondary programs and complete study for the 
baccalaureate. 

♦♦Exceptional students may be permitted to complete the final cycle in either the commercial or the industrial "long** 
6*year secondary program. 
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Agricultural secondary education was offered at 
the middle level in colUges moyens d* agriculture, 
and at the upper secoud.u) level m colleges sec- 
ondaires iVagriculiiire, eadi of which offered a 
3-year program. 

In that same year (1958), a 10-year plan for 
education was announced that set the trend and 
pace of educational development during the 
decade to follow. It assessed the specific require- 
ments of education in terms of personnel and 
facilities, projected costs, and called for imple- 
mentation of universal p/mary education within 
die 10-year period. 

Since 1967,—Vi\x\ou?> special commissions and 
committees appointed to analyze the education 
system have introduced a number of reforms, pri- 
marily affecting the secondary level, with the aim 
of making educatioi! more responsive to the 
country's economic and social needs.^ 

Structure 

The education system in Tunisia today, ad- 
ministered centrally under the Ministry of Na- 
tional Education, is organized into a 6-year primary 
cycle and a secondary cycle diat includes academic, 
technical, and vocational programs of varying 
lengths. A few private preprimary schools, open 
to children aged 4 to 6, are found in the major 
urban areas. 

Primary and secondary schools may be for boys 
e.vclusively, girls e.vclusively, or both. Since 1968 
there has been an increasing emphasis on coeduca- 
tion, particularly at die primary level. 

In the "long'* secondary program (I'enseigne- 
mcnt sccondaire long), all students in either the 
7-year academic couise or the 6-year technical 
couise complete a uniform 3-year first cycle {tronc 
conimxin) before specializing in one of a number 
of academic or technical fields. In the vocational 
secondary program {Venseignement secondaire pro- 
fessional), students (immediately after the pri- 
mary cycle) receive 4 years of training in one of a 
number of specialized skills. 

Also offered at the secondary level are teacher 
training, agricultural education, and other train- 
ing programs. In addition, training in agriculture 
and vaiious tiades is available in special training 
centers for primary school graduates. 

Higher education is offered in the various 



»For a more detailed sicp-by-siep discussion of these 
chango, the readci is icfcrred to IJediir Chourou. f'duca- 
tiou and Independence in a Developinf^ Country, The Case 
of Tunisia, Northwestern University: School of Education, 
Inlcrnalioual 'r iT Project, 1973, 

o 
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faculties, attached schools, and institutes of the 
University of Tunis, and in a number of other 
specialized institutions. A number of Tunisians 
are sent abroad, primarily to France, to continue 
their education at the higher level. 

Ministries other than the Ministry of National 
Education (chiefly of Agriculture; Youth, Sports, 
and Social Affairs; Cultural Affairs and Informa- 
tion; and Public HeaUh) have established their 
own specialized educational institutions. 

The Government also provides schools for 
cl\ddren who are handicapped. 

Control 

Tunisian schools may be either public (state) 
or private. The establishment of a private school 
must be approved by the Ministry of National 
Kducation; and all private schools must follow 
Ministry regulations regarding curriculums and 
staffing. Private schools, most of which are operated 
by religious organizations, are relatively few in 
number and are located principally in the capital 
city of Tunis. A number of French primary and 
secondary schools are run by the Mission Univer- 
sitaire et Culturelle Fian^aise (MUCF), a section 
of die French Embassy. AUhough these schools 
were established chiefly for children of French 
nationals, Tunisians make up a significant per- 
centage of the school's enrollment. 

Literacy and Adult Education 

Because e.\paiision of the education system has 
taken place only in the last 15 years, a large per- 
centage of die adult population is still illiterate.* 
Soon after independence, an Institute of Adult 
Education was established as part of the Govern- 
ment's campaign to reduce illiteracy. This Insti- 
tute (now a part of the Ministry of Cultural 
Affairs and Information) has established a number 
of literacy training and social education centers 
throughout the country. Literacy classes are also 
provided by businesses foi employees, by the armed 
forces, and by the National Union of Tunisian 
Women. 

A new and promising development in the 
campaign against illiteracy is the use of television 
programs designed to teach basic literacy and 



* As late as 1968, the rate of adult illiten,c>- was estimated 
at 70 pciccnt for men and 00 percent for women. Sec: U.S. 
Department of Defense, Deparlment of the Army. Area 
Handbook for the Republic of Tunisia. DA Pamphlet 
550-89. 1970. 
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skills and subjects such as history and geography, 
family pl.nining, and basic accouiuing. To make 
educational television even more effective, the 
Institute of Educational Television, operating in 
cooperation with a number of concerned minis- 
tries, is now working on a long-range program 
under the guidance of UNESCO and with the 
financial assistance of the Swedish Intel national 
Development Agency. 

Language of Instructor. ^ 

The school system today operates on a bilingual 
basis, with both £rench and Arabic as languages 
of instruction. At an early stage a decision was 
made to retain the large number of foreign (pri- 
marily French) teachers in the Tunisian schools, 
and (with them) French as a language of instruc- 
tion. A large number of French nationals still 
teach at the secondary and higher education levels. 

Instruction in the first year of the primary 
school is entirely in Arabic. The study of the 
French hmguage is introduced in the second year, 
and the curricuhnn beyond this year employs both 
French and Arabic as languages of instruction. 

During the second and third years of primary 
education, 15 of the 25 hours per week of instruc- 
tion are offered in Arabic, with the remaining 10 
in French. In the fourth through the sixth years, 
this proportion is reversed, widi 15 hours in 
French and 10 houis in Arabic. At the secondary 
level, approximately one-half to three-fourdis of 
the instruction is in French^ the proportion varying 
with the program. 

Generally French is used for mathematics, 
science, technical subjects, and French and 
European hmguages and Hterature. Arabic is used 
in Ishimic studies, Arabic hmguage and hterature, 
and the history and geography of Tunisia and 
the Arab World. 

Instruction at the higher level is offered pri- 
marily in French, although certain faculties and 
other institutions dp use Arabic. Chief among 
these are the following: The Faculty of Theology; 
the Department of Arabic Law in the Faculty of 
Law. Economics, and Pohtical Science; the De- 
partment of .Arabic Language and Literature in 
the Facuky of Letters and Human Sciences; and 
those sections of the Ecole Nationale des Profes- 
seurs Adjoints and the Ecole Normale Stiperieure 
that prepare teachers to instruct in Arabic. 



•As a result of present planning, whicli calls for increased 
emphasis on Arabic in the primary school, there may be 
some changes in uic of language in the curriculum. 



Although one of the educational goals is to 
*V\rabici/.e'* the system by offering all instruction 
in t!ie native hniguage, it appears that, as long as 
Tunisia continues to rely on French teachers to 
supplement its own leachiiig staff, education will 
continue to be ottered on a bilingual basis. 

Grading System 

The Tunisian grading system, modeled after 
the French, is based on a scale of 0 to 20, with 10 
(often written as 10/20, indicating 10 out of a 
possible 20) as a minimum passing mark. The 
grades are categorized as follows: 

16-20 Trcs bien 
14-15 Bien 
12-13 Asse^: bien 
10-11 Passable 

Generally, students faihng to obtain a grade of 
10 or above on the final examination in June may 
retake it the following October. 

The Higher Institute of Management (Institiit 
Sul)erieur du Gestioti des Enterprises) giades by 
a scale of "A" dirough **D." The students are 
required to maintain an overall average of "B." 

Academic Calendar 

The academic year, divided into diree terms at 
the elementary and secondary levels, runs from 
October i through June 30, although in the 
southern part of the country, where the weather 
is considerably hotter, schools may close in the 
middle of June. Students attend school morning 
and afternoon Monday througli Thursday, and 
generally on Friday and Saturday mornings with 
variation dependent upon the particular program 
of study. 

In certain areas primary schools operate on a 
double-shift basis to compensate for shortages in 
education facilities. 

Legal Basis 

The education system is based primarily on Law 
58-118 of November 4, 1958, which, under its 
various articles, outlined the structure of die ed- 
ucation system; specified that education should be 
available to nil regardless of race, sex, religion, or 
social status; declared that it should be free at all 
levels; and laid down conditions for establishing 
private schools. The system has been modified 
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several times since 19G7, primarily by resiriictur- 
ing tlie iccoiidaiy level. 

Piiniaiy education icccivcd nioic specific at- 
tention under Decree Gl-ll ot January 3, 19C1, 
and an order of May 3, 19G3. Decree 63-187 of 
April 1, 1963, and orders of April 14, 18, and 25, 
1970, aic among those concerned with the various 
t^pc^ of secondan education. Agricnliural ed- 
ucation was reorganized Ijy Law 59-97 of April 
20, 1959, and revised by Law No. 72-C6 of 
August 1, 1972. 

Numerous laws, decrees, and orders have dealt 
witli establislnnent and organization of institutions 
of higher education. Tunisian education legisla- 
tion (togethei with all otliei legislation) can be 
read in its complete form in the Jomual Officiel 
(Ida RcpubUquc Tunisicune. 

Administration 

The ;\finistry of National Education is respon- 
sible foi all educational matters, including super- 
vision and control of educational institutions 
(except those sponsored b) other ministries and the 
autonomous Uni\ersity of Tunis). The Ministry 
detei mines opeiating procedures for all schools, 
and approves cuniculums and textbooks. At the 
piovincial level the Governors supervise the 
schools' day-today operation and report on ed- 
u ational matters to die ^^inistry of National 
EcMcatioii. 

The Nfi Ulster is assisted by a Director General 
who serves as Counsel to the Minister. The 
^^inistry includes Directorates for Primary Ed- 
ucation, Secondaiy Education, Higher Education 
and Scientific Reseaicli, Pedagogic Orientation, 
Statistics and Planning, and External Relations; 
the latter has iesponsil)ility for matters involving 
oihei coinitiies 01 iiiteinatioiial organizations. In 
1969 tlie Instiiui des Scicyices de VEdncation was 
created to undertake pedagogical research on 
specific educational problem areas. The Ministry's 
Ccniic Kathnal Pcdagogique wsucs the Rcvuc 
Pcdagogiquc, which contains ai tides in both 
Arabic and Frencli. The Center also makes avail- 
able other education publications and materials. 

In addition to the .Ministry of National Educa- 
tion, the National Office of Vocational Training 
and Employment, under the Ministry of Youth, 
Sports, and Social Affairs, with assistance from 
U.\ICEF, operates a system of pre-apprenticeship 
training centei.s tliat offei l)asic vocational tiaining 
to primary school graduates. The same ministry 
sponsors n number of regional and local Social 
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Action Centers that train women in basic literacy 
and child and family care. Established by the 
Union of Tunisian Women, these centers aie now 
operated by the Ministry of Youth, Sports, and 
Social Affairs with financial assistance from 
UNESCO. 

Most literacy training and adult education (as 
discussed pie\iousl)) come under the purview of 
the Ministry of Cultural Affairs and Information 
through its Institute of Adult Education. 

Financing 

Public education is free at every level. The 
Central Ciovernment provides funds for building, 
maintaining, and operniiing educational institu- 
tions. (Funds for operation include teachers' 
salaries.) Some local assistance is provided for 
school construction. The Government also finances 
school supplies, clothing, and meals to children of 
the indigent. Private schools are supported chiefly 
b) their sponsoiing organizations and attendance 
fees, with some assistance from the Government. 

Tunisia's commitment to education has been 
underscored by its continuing significant financial 
support of education. In 1973 die education budget 
totaled 03,661,000 dinars,'^ an amount approxi- 
mating 8.3 percent of the country's Gross National 
Product (GNP). The education management bud- 
get is approximately 27:1 percent of the national 
management budget; and the education equip- 
ment budget, 6.7 percent of the national equip- 
ment budget." 

In addition to standard educational expenses 
(buildings, teachers, equipment, etc.), the Govern- 
ment offers a generous program of scholarships and 
financial assistance to needy students as a means 
of deniociati/ing education. In 1971 it was esti- 
mated that approximately GO percent of the 
students at the liiglier education level were receiv- 
ing financial assistance. 

For its educational effoits, Tunisia has received 
and continues^to receive assistance from a number 
of foreign countries, especially France. Soon after 
independence Tunisia entered into a cultural 
agieeiiient WMtli France to provide teachers for 
Tunisian schools. French educational assistance 



•Or about $150 million. As of February 1974, .42 dinars 
equaled $1. 

^ 1 lie lot.il educ.ttion budget is divided into a nianngc- 
ment budget and an equipment budget. The percentages 
are given in terms (tf the national management i)udget and 
the national equipment budget instead of a percentage of 
an overrtll state budget. Sec Ministry of National Education. 
Hvport on the luluatlionat Actwiiies in Tunisia: I97l''l97)' 
September 1973. 
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lias played a major role in the development of 
education in independent Tunisia, and today 
there are still a large number of French nationals 
supplementing Tunisian personnel as teachers and 
in other educational roles. 

The United States has also aided Tunisian ed- 
ucational efforts. For example, the U.S. Agency 
for International Development (AID) has sup- 
ported various projects in past years. It has given 
financial and technical assistance to agricultural 
Paacation and has helped with school construction, 
school meals for children, and training Tunisians 
in U.S. educational institutions (principally in the 
fields of agriculture, business administration, 
economics, education, engineering, and science) . 
Ill addition, AID has assisted in establishing a 
model secondary ngricultural school, the Cliott 
Maria (Cliott Meryem) Agricultural School. At 
the University of Tunis, AID built the physical 
facilities for the Faculty of Law, Economics, and 
Political- Science, supplied technical assistance to 
the economic sciences department of that faculty, 
as,sisted in equipping the laboratories in the 
Faculty of Mathematical, Natural, and Physical 
Science.s, and helped to establish the Higher In- 
stitute of Management to prepare graduates for 
Tunisian management positions. Further U.S. 
support is seen in Bourguiba institute, which was 
originally founded with United States assistance 
as an English-language training school and now 
offers programs in a number of foreign languages 
(see Higher Education). Also, the Peace Corps 
volunteers continue to play a role in teaching 
English, bodi at the Institute and in Tunisian 
secondary schools. The Ford Foundation main- 
tains a staff in Tunis and, at present, is working 
in cooperation with die RritLsh Council on 
developing a set of materials to be used in teaching 
English. 

A number of international organizations have 
also been active in Tunisian education. For ex- 
ample, UNESCO has assisted in equipping the 
Social Action Centers (see Administration); in 
developing educational television to supplement 
Tunisia's teaching staff; and in preparing an 
evaluative study of higher education. UNICEF has 
been active in family planning, child and family 
care programs, and social education for rural 
women; in operating pre-apprenticeship training 
centers for girls and boys in both urban and rural 
areas; and in revising the primary school cur- 
riculums to include more practical subjects (see 
Primary Education). Al.so, the International Labor 
Organ i/atioii has helped to prepare instructors for 



the pre-appreuticeship training centers, and, in 
cooperation with the Tunisian Ministry of Labor, 
is studying the country's employment patterns and 
, its inrnpower needs and availability. The findings 
of this study are expected to affect educational 
planning, particularly in vocational and technical 
fields. 

PRIMARY EDUCATION 

The 6-yeai primary cycle is compulsory for 
children aged 6 through 12, although a child may 
continue through age 15. During the academic year 
1972-73, there were 883,734 children enrolled at 
the primary level.« This figure represents 70 to 75 
percent of all Tunisian children between the ages 
of 6 and 14. 

A majority of children receive no education 
beyond the primary level, and many who begin still 
dp not complete this cycle.® For diese children, 
the content of primary education becomes crucial, 
and therefore the Government is presently under- 
taking a project to augment the teaching of 
'practical subjects within the primary school cur- 
riculum. 

The curriculum includes Arabic, arithmetic, 
drawing, French, geography, physical education, 
religious and moral education, and singing; and is 
aimed at giving die child basic knowledge and 
training, developing his elementary skills and 
abilities, adapting him to his environment, and 
revealing his potentiality for further study. 

Before 1967, students attended class for 15 hours 
per week in the first and second years (in Arabic) 
and 25 hours in the third through sixth years (in 
Arabic and French) . Since then, the number of 
hours per week in each year has undergone several 
ch aiiges, with the result that as of October 1973 
students attend 20 hours per week during the 
first year and 25 hours per week during the second 
through sixth years.'" 

•Ibid. 

•A Minisiry for Planning rcpon indicates ihal, out of 
1,000 pupils who begin the primary level, 127 will be ad* 
mitied to the secondary lc\'el in 6 years (without repeating 
any year during the primary cycle), an additional 89 will 
be admitted in 7 years (repcaing 1 year during the primary 
cycle), and 12 more, in 8 years (repealing 2 years during 
the primary cycle). Thus, of 1,000 pupils, only 228 will 
continue at the secondary level. Minist^re dii Plan. Pro jet 
de Planiftcation de VEmploi. Situation^ des Effeciifs Relc' 
vanl du Minhtcrc dc VEducation Nat'totiale Pour VAnnvc 
Scolatre 197 /-t 972. Tunis, December 1972. 

**In 1967, 5 additional hours (in French) were added to 
ihe sixih year, and since iher. the number of hours per 
^^eck in each year has undei^one several changes. According 
10 the I970-7i revision, school was in session 15 hours per 
week during ihe first year and 25 hours per week during 
ihe second through sixth years. Beginning in October 
1973, the number of hours for the first year was incrcasc<l 
from 15 to 20. 
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Promotion is generally based on a siiideni's work 
during the schol ycai, and on the annual ex- 
amination at the cud of it. Tliosc who success- 
fully complete tlie priniaiy cycle with an average 
of 10 or I)ettei are eligible to take the admittance 
exafnination for secondary school. 

SECONDARY AND 
VOCATIONAL EDUCATION 

Students continuing their education at the 
secondary level enter either the *'long" secondary 
program {Venseigncment secondaire long), the 
vocational secondary program {Venseigncment 
secondaire profession n el), a teacher-training pro- 
gram (discussed under Teacher Education), or one 
of a number of specialized programs sponsored by 
other uiiuisiiies. Basically, secondary education is 
geared to developing a suident's capabilities, 
training middle-level personnel for technical and 
commercial fields, and serving as a basis for 
S|)eciali/ed higher level study. 

Admission either to the *'long" or to the voca- 
tional secoudaiy program is based on a competitive 
entrance examination and is highly selective. Of 
those who took the examination in June 1972, 
only 30,977 (oi about 27 percent) were admitted to 
the secondaiy level. Of diese, 19,033 (or 61 percent) 
enteied tlie "long" secondary program, and 1 1,944 
(or 39 percent) the vocational program. During the 
academic year 1972-73, a total of 171,914 (122,214 
boys and 49,700 girls) ^* weie attending secondary 
schools. 

.According to government policy, of the students 
who pass the eiurance examination, generally those 
of no more than 14 years of age may enter the 
"long * piograni, and those of 15 or 16 y^ars (but 
not older) are directed into the vocational pro- 
gram. . 

Specialized secondary programs generally require 
entrance examinations also. 

The "lou<j** secondary program offers both a 
7-yeai course that prepares students for higher 
level study and leads to the baccalaureate (bacca- 
hiitreat) and a 6-ye;u course that prepares middle- 
level workers and leads to a technical diploma 
{brevet de tcclniicicn) or a commercial diploma 
(dil)l<hne de fin d'ctudes comnirrcialcsy The voca- 
tional program is 4 years in length and leads to 
a vocational diplom.i {diplomc profcssionncl). 

The *Xong** Secondary Program 

All students in the "long* secondary program 
" Ministry of National Education, op. cii. 



complete a basic 3-year first cycle {tronc commun) 
befoie beginning one of a number of specializa- 
tions. Students in the tronc commun attend class 
appioximately 26 hours per week. The curriculum 
includes Arabic and French; civics, geogiaphy, 
history, mathematics, natural science, and religion; 
art, nuisic, and physical education; home eco- 
nomics and technical orientation. 

After completing the tronc commun, students 
may continue in a 4-year general program or a 
3year technical one. The former includes the 
following sections: letters, mathematics, science, 
economic sciences, and technical sciences. The 
curriculum of all sections except that of technical 
sciences includes Arabic, civics, French, a modern 
foreign language in addition to French (approxi- 
mately 90 percent choose Englisli), geography, his- 
tory, mathematics, Muslim thought and civiliza- 
tion, philosophy, physical education, religion, and 
natural and physical sciences. Students in the 
economic sciences section also take a program of 
specialized economic studies that includes account- 
ing, introductory business education, business 
economics, general economics, and applied matlie- 
niatics. The curriculum of the technical sciences 
section does not include civics, geography, or his- 
tory, but students do take specialized technical 
studies in mechanical design, practical shop work, 
technology of building, and technology of manu- 
facture. 

Promotion from year to year is based on class 
work and on examinations at the end of the 
academic year. At the end of the sixth year, 
students undergo a probationary examination, 
and at the end of the seventh year, the baccalaure- 
ate e.xaminatiou. Those who pass this examination 
receive the baccalaureate admitting them to study 
at the higher level. 

The 3-year technical program following the 
tronc commun is divided into two sections: (1) A 
commercial section that offers specialization in 
administration and management, and (2) an in- 
dustrial section that is divided after the first year 
into electromechanical and civil engineering op- 
tions. Students in the commercial section complete 
a program that includes Arabic, French, mathe- 
matics, modern foreign language, religion, and 
physiad education along with the s|XJcialized 
courses in their particular field; those in the 
industrial section take Arabic, French, mathe- 
matics, religion, and physical education in addi- 
tion lo their selected specialized program. 

Classes are held approximately 31 hours per 
week. Those who complete the commercial section 



ERLC 



OOOlO 



receive a commercial diploma (diplome de fin 
d* etudes commerciales), and those who complete 
the industrial section, a technical diploma {brevet 
de tcchnicie7i). In exceptional cases a student who 
has received the commercial or technical diploma 
may enter the final year of one of the 7-year 
secondary programs and complete studies for the 
baccalaureate. 

The Vocational Secondary Program 

The secondary vocational program (renseigne- 
jnent secondaire profcssionncl) has gone through 
several reorganizations since its creation in 1967, 
when it was established as a 4-year progiam that 
a student entered immediately after completing the 
primary cycle. In 1968 the secondary vocational 
program was reduced from a 4-year to a 2-year 
program entered after the tronc coimnnn. In 1970, 
the original 4-) ear structure immediately follow- 
ing primary education was reestablished. 

The goal of the secondary vocational program 
is to train workers so that they can be immediately 
utilized by the industrial sector. More emphasis 
is nowgi^en to apprenticeship and practical work 
than had been given in the intermediate schools 
{colleges moycns), which the secondary vocational 
schools replaced. The program was originally 
divided into an industrial and a commercial sec- 
tion, but the latter, which offered secretarial 
training to girls, is being eliminated. The indus- 
trial section offers specialization in the following 
skills: 



Aiitomechanics 
Bookbinding 
Cabinetmaking 
Carpentry 
Dressmaking 
Electrical work 
Graphic arts and off- 
set work 
General mechanics 



Hairdressing 

Leatherwork and 
shoemaking 

Masonry and con- 
crete work 

Metalwork 

Phnnbing 

Tailoring and weav- 
ing 



In addition to their specialized skill training 
all students take Arabic and French; civics, geog- 
raphy, hi. story, mathematics, and religion; and 
physical education. Students who complete this 
program receive a vocational diploma (diplome 
professionnel), and exceptional ones may\be per- 
mitted to complete the final cycle in either the 
commeicial or industrial 6-year "long" secon^dary 
program. 



Other Vocational Programs 

.\gricultinal education, now administered inider 
the Ministry of Agriculture, is offered at special 
training centers as well as at the secondary and 
higher levels. Students who have completed pri- 
mary education may enroll in one of ;i variety of 
programs at an agricultmal vocational training 
cettiei (centra de jormation professionelle agricole). 
Secondary level agiicultural schools (lycees sec- 
ondaires agricoles) are open to students wlio have 
completed the first cycle of secondary education 
(the tronc commnn), have good marks in mathe- 
matics and science, and have an overall grade 
average of 12 or above. Under the terms of a 
1972 law, these schools offer both a 3-year techni- 
cally oriented program leading to a diploma 
(certificat de fin d'etudes techniques agricoles) and 
a 4-year scientifically oriented program leading to 
a baccalauieate in agriculture. This latter program 
is designed to prepare students for higher level 
studies in the National Institute of Agronomy. 
Holders of the baccalaureate in agriculture may, 
on the basis of a competitive entrance examination, 
be admitted to one of a number of specialized 
institutes for a 2-year program leading to a 
diploma (^///;/d;ne de technicien agricole). Present- 
ly there are seyen agricultural lycees, located in 
I5ou Cherik, Chott Meryem, Gammouda, Le Kef, 
Mateur, Soukra, and Thibar. 

Education in nursing, midwifery, laboratory 
technology, and related professions is offered at 
the secondary level in professional schools of pub- 
lic health (ecoles professionelles de la santi pub- 
Uque), which are sponsored by the Ministry of 
Public Health. Students are admitted to speciah/ed 
training programs on the basis of an entrance 
examination or level of previous education. Com- 
pletion of these programs leads to either a diploma 
or a certificate. 

The National School of Social Service {Ecole 
Nationale de Sewice Social), administered by the 
Ministry of Youth, Sports, and Social Affairs, 
provides secondary-level training for social service 
personnel anel auxiliary .social personnel in pro- 
grams leadingVo a diploma or a certificate, re- 
spectively. 

Pre-apprenticesl^) training centers, operated by 
the Ministry for Yomh, Sports, and Social Affairs, 
enroll primary .schooK leavers between the ages of 
14 and 18 for practicyjil instruction in manual 
skills. In addition to tVaining in specific skills, 
students are also given courses in Arabic, French, 
civics, matliematics, and pnysical education. 
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TEACHER EDUCATION 

Primary Teachers 

Piiniaiy teaclieis aie trained in secondary-level 
noinul schools. The ie(|uiied entrance examina- 
tion m.i) be taken by students 17 years of age 
or less who ha\c completed the first cycle of 
secondary education oi by those who have com- 
pleted the fifth or sixth \ejir of the secondary 
program. The '1-year teacher-training program 
includes gcneial education as well as educational 
psychology and pedagogy. Those who complete 
die program receive a normal school diploma 
{dil)l6me de fin d* eludes normalcs). Piospective 
primary school teachers then undergo a proba- 
tionaiy period of 1 )eai, which combines theoreti- 
cal and piactical cxpciience and leads to a 
dtfyldmc dc fin de stage. During this year they 
follow a progiam that includes approximately 15 
hours of practical teaching and 15 hours of 
pedagogical study per week. 

Now that Tunisia is producing teachers in 
sufficient quantity to staff the primaiy level, the 
emphasis has shifted to quality. Special inservice 
training programs are being offered to poorly 
prepared or under(|nalificd teachers. For the aca- 
demic )ear 1973-71, the number of secondary 
normal schools was i educed from 19 to 14 so 
that special attention might be given to the 
qualit) of instinction offered at these institutions. 

Secondary Teachers 

Teachers for the first and second cycles of the 
secondary level have been prepared by the Ecole 
Xalionale des P)ofc.sscun Ad joints and the Ecole 
Xonnale Sufxhirure^ respectively, both part of 
the University of Tunis. However, recent infor- 
mation indicates that the former school has now 
been closed. 

The Ecole Nationale des Prof esse iirs Adjoin ts 
was established in 1962 to provide preparation in 
geneial, technical, practical, and pedagogical stu- 
dies to futuie teachers for the first secondary 
cycle and the colleges nioyens (since replaced by 
the secondaiy vocational schools). Applicants were 
considered for admission if they had completed 
the preparatory ly(cr or held the baccalaureate, 

"A preparatory lycre to the Ecole Ndiionale des Pro* 
fesseurs Ad joints had also been established in 1962 for 
students at the upi>cr secondary level who passed the re- 
quired entrance e.\amination. Its purpose was to prepare 
students for higher level studies in a specific discipline 
and hi i)cdagogy. This lya'e was closed alter the academic 
year 1971-72. 
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the secondary technical or commercial diploma, 
or a normal school diploma. Students followed a 
2-year program leading to the ceriificat d'aptitude 
ail pYofesseiir adjoint (C.A.P.A.). The curriculum 
foi the fiist ycai included general study in the 
discipline that the students expected to teach, 
along with theoretical psycho pedagogical studies; 
the curriculum for the second year consisted of 
moie intensive study in the specific discipline and 
practical pedagogical and psychopedagogical stu- 
dies. 

The Eiole Xo)hiale Superiextre is open to hold- 
ers of the baccalaureate and the secondary normal 
school diploma who are between the ages of 17 
and 21, Under legislation in 1972, the school's 
piogram was reorganised on the basis of three 
cycles. The first and second cycles are made up 
of 2 years each. Students who have received the 
ccrtifical d^aptitude an professeur adioint or have 
completed the first year of study at the University 
of Tunis in either the Faculty of Letters and 
Human Sciences or the Faculty of Mathematical, 
Physical, and Natural Sciences may be considered 
foi admission to the second year of the first cycle. 
The second c)cle admits those who have completed 
the first cycle as well as holders of the diplome 
universitaire d' etudes scieniifiques or the diplome 
universiiaire d*etudes littemires. Those who com- 
plete the 4-year program receive a diploma con- 
sidered equivalent to the maitrise. Holders of this 
diploma are required to undergo a year of pro- 
bation before they are given the title of teacher 
of secondary education {Professeur de VEnseigne- 
mcnt Secondaire), Present plans call for establish- 
ing a 1-year third cycle of higher studies leading 
to the dijddme d*chidcs ap})rofondies. 

Students in the Ecole Xorrnale Supcrieure gen- 
erally carry a heavier course load than those 
preparing elsewhere for a license or mait/ise. In 
the first cycle they take courses in the appropriate 
faculty of the University of Tunis while following 
a program of education and pedagogy at the 
Ecole No)male Sul)erieure, Under the 1972 re- 
organization, students in the second cycle will take 
all courses at the Ecole Xor7nale Supcrieure; and 
it is planned that eventually all courses in both 
cycles will be offered there. 

In addition to preparing new teachers, the 
Ecole Xormale Sufwrieure is also charged with 
upgrading the qualifications of those teachers al- 
ready in the classrooms. 

A new school, the Ecole Xormale Supcrieure de 
l*Enseignement Technique (ENSET) has recently 
been established to prepare teachers for technical 
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subjects. It offers a 4-year program of two 2-year 
cycles. 

In order to encourage students to prepare for 
teaching careers, the scholarship aniounis offered 
to those in the Ecolc Xoiviale Supcrieure (and, 
piesuniabi), in the newly established Ecole Nor- 
male Snperieure de VEmeignement Technique) 
are higher than foi those in the university faculties. 
IIo\\e\ei, .studenti> who leceive these scholarships 
aie required to teach for 10 jears after completing 
their education. 

HIGHER EDUCATION 

Higher education is provided at the University 
of Tunis, with its faculties and attached schools 
and insiitute^, and at a few specialized institutions. 

In 1900 the University of Tunis was created 
b) consolidating the existing institutions offering 
highei education. From an original enrollment 
of 2>780 in 1900-61. the student body grew to 
10/)iO in 1972-73.^^ Of these, 2,506 are women, 
riie University is an autonomous body headed 
by a lector muI governed by a university council. 

In Law 09-3 of 1969, the organization of the 
University was redefined and its aims were re- 
stated. The latter includes organization and dis- 
semination of education; organisation, coordina- 
tion, and promotion of research; safeguarding and 
promotion of the national culture; and establish- 
ment and coordination of international relations 
concerning education and lesearch. To carry out 
its work in tlie field of lesearch, the university has 
a numbei of attached specialized centers and in- 
stitutes, including the Imtitut de Physique Ato* 
mique, Centre de Recharches sur les ProbUmes de 
la Zone Aridc, and Centre d'Eludes et de Re- 
rherches Ecouoniiques et Sociales. 

Faculties 

The University includes the following faculties 
and their departments of study: 

Letters and Human Sciences 
Arabic Language and Literature 
English Language and Literature 
French Language and Literature 
Geography 
History 
Philo",ophy 
Science of F.ducition 
Sociology 

Mathematical, Phy-sical, and Natural Sciences 

Natural Sciences 
Ph)"sifal Sciences 

" Ministry of National Education » op. cil. 
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Lau\ Economics, and Political Science 

Arabic Law 

Economic Sciences 

L.iu- 
Theology 

Medicine .md Pharmacy 

Students are admitted to one of the faculties 
on the basis of the baccalaureate in a program 
appiopiiate to the discipline they wish to follow. 
Instiuction is both theoretical and practical, and 
piomotion fioni )ear to year is based on the suc- 
cessful completion of the lequired woik during 
the year and on passing the final "^m^iation. 

Students who fail the exam i . une are 
usually permitted to retake . . ctober. Those 
who fail it a second time generally repeat the 
entire year. The Ministi7 of Education limits the 
number of times a student may repeat. 

Before 1970, students in the four Faculties of 
(1) Letters and Human Sciences, (2) Mathe- 
matical, Physical, and Natural Sciences, (3) Law, 
Economics, and Political Science, and (4) The- 
ology were required to take a specified number of 
interi elated courses in a specific subject area each 
yeai, receiving a certificate (certificat d*6tudes 
superieuicS) upon successful completion of each 
year's work, i'he Faculty of Letters and Human 
Sciences offered a licence, generally requiring 3 
years of study, in the following specializations: 
Aiabic language and literature, English language 
and literature, French language and literature, 
geography, history, philosophy, psychology, psy- 
chopedagogy, and sociology. The Faculty of 
Mathematical, Physical, and Natural Sciences of- 
fered a 4-year licence in mathematics, physical 
sciences (specialization in physics or chemistry) , 
and natural science (specialization in biology, 
earth science, or physiological chemistry) . 

Farultv iff Letters and Human Sciences,— In 
1971, the Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences 
was reorganized into two 2-year cycles. Com- 
pletion of the first cycle now leads to a dipldme 
nniversitaire d*etudes litteraires (D.U.E.L,) in 
one of the following: Arabic language and 
literature, English language and literature, 
French language and literature, history, geography, 
philosophy, sociology, or the science of education. 
Students completing the second cycle receive the 
maitrise es lettres in one of the above-mentioned 
disciplines. During the first year of the second 
cycle, students prepare for a basic certificate in 
one of the areas of their chosen discipline and a 
complementary certificate in a related field. Dur- 
ing the final year they prepare for a higher 
certificate in their specific discipline. Those who 
complete a fifth year of research receive a maitrise 
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ds lettres de rechcrcke upon presemaiion of a 
tlicsis. 

Present planning calls for establishing a doctoral 
program in the Faculty of Letters anti Hmnan 
Sciences beginning in 1974. Students preparing 
theii (loctoial degrees will be required to complete 
2 years of coinse work and a third year of both 
research and dissertation preparation. 

Faculty of MaOivmatical, Physical, and Natural 
Sciences.^ln 1970 ilie Faculty of Mathematical, 
Physical, and Natural Sciences was reorganized 
into three cycles. During the first 2-year cycle 
students follow a program in either mathematics 
and physics, physics and chemistry, or natural 
science, leading to a diplomc uuivcrsitaire d'- 
etudes scientifiques (D.U.E.S.) . Those who receive 
this diploma may continue in the second 2-year 
cycle, which leads to a maitrise is sciences in 
chemistrj, mathematics, natuial science, or physics. 
Students holding a licence (old) or a juaitrise in 
science or a (fiploma in engineering may be 
admitted to the third cycle to complete a 1- to 
2 year program in theoretical and practical work, 
'tiding a research paper. This third cycle leads 
the dipioma of advance studies (dipldme d** 
etudes approfondies). The doctoral de troisicme 
cycle may then be earned after approximately 1 
to 2 years of additional research and preparation 
of dissertation. 

Faculty of Law, Economics, and Political 
Science,-'A 4«year program leadhig to a licence in 
law (French or Arabic Section) or a licence in 
economic sciences is offered in the Faculty of Law, 
Economics, and Political Sciences. The Ecole 
Sufmicure de Droit, formerly a separate institute, 
is now the Arabic law section of this faculty. The 
program is organized aroimd two 2-year cycles, 
the first providing a basic foundation in law, 
and the second, more specialized study in a par- 
ticular area. Students who have received the 
licence may continue for an additional year of 
study leading to a. higher diploma (dipldme 
d'ctudes superieures) in either law or economic 
sciences. The facidry also offers a 2-year program 
leading to a caf)acite en sciences economiques or 
a cafHicite en droit. 

Faculty of Theology. "Yormerly the Zitouna 
mosque*university, the Facidty of Theolog)' offers 
a I'Veai progiam leading to the licence in theology 
and in re'.^'ious science. This program is based 
on 2 years of gcneial Islamic studies and 2 years 
of specialized study. In addition a 3-year program 
is offered leading to a dipldme Zeitounian de 
fyredication et d*orientation religieuse. 



Faculty of Medicine and Pharmacy,— The Min- 
istry of National Education and the Ministry of 
Public Health jointly sponsoi l\vi Faculty of 
Medicine and Pharmacy. Applicants to this faculty 
nuist lia\e received their baccalaureates in science. 
The degree in medicine, doctorat d'etat, requires 
7 years— 1 year of preparatory work (annee pri- 
f)aratoire) in science subjects, 4 years of study in 
the Faculty of Medicine, and 2 years of practical 
work during which students prepare a thesis. 
Those who wish to prepare for degrees in either 
dentistry or pharmacy complete the annee pripa- 
ratoire in the University of Tunis and then go 
aI)road, usually to France, to complete their 
studies. 

Specialized Schools and Institutes 

In addicion to the university faculties, there are 
a number of specialized schools and institutes, 
most of which are attached to the university. 
These are in addition to the pre. « t sly mentioned 
specialized research centers and institutes and 
include the following: 

Ecole Rationale d'Administration 
(National School of Administration) 

Ecole Nationale d*Ingenieures de Tunis 

(National School of Engineering of Tunis) 
I?istitut Bourguiba des Langues Vivantes 

(Bourguiba Institute of Modern Languages) 
Institut des Hautes Etudes Commerciales 

(Institute of Higher Comrrercial Studies) 
Institut National Agronomique de Tunis 

(National Institute of Agronomy of Tunis) 
I?istitut de Presse 

(Institute of Journalism) 
l7}Stitut Superieure du Gestion des Enterprises 

(Higher Institute of Management) 

bistitut Technologique d*Art, d* Architecture 
et dHJrbanisrne 

(Technological Institute of Art, Architec- 
ture, and Urbanization) 

These institutions admit students on the basis 
of competitive entrance examinations or previous 
education and offei programs of specialized study. 
.\s in the various facultie.s, instruction here is 
both theoretical and practical, and students are 
promoted on the basis of completing the year's 
woik and passing the required examinations. 

Ecole Nationale d'Administration.— Under the 
jmisdiction of the Office of the President of the 
Republic, the Ecole Nationale d* Administration 
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(National School of Administration) piepaieN 
adinitiistiati\c personnel foi \arioiis levels. The 
school lia,s been the subjjct of se\eial deciees re- 
organi/.ing itb piogianis of stud) and now inchuleb 
thiee qcles of ediicaiion and a center for re- 
beaich. and adinini^tiati^e biudies. The elementary 
c)Ue ((ydc clanenianc) is made up of three levels, 
each of which recptiies an entiance examination. 
The fust level admits to a 2->eai program students 
who lune completed 3 \ears of secondary edii ca- 
tion. The second le\el offers a program, also 2 
\eais in length, to those who have completed the 
fust le\el 01 J )eais of secondary ediication. The 
thiid le\el olfeis a ftirthei 2 )ears of edticalion to 
holdeis of the baccalatueate and to those who ha\e 
completed the second le\el. SttideiUs who lune 
completed 2 )eais c;l sttul) in the Facttlty of Law, 
Kcononiics, and Political Science, or those ^\iio 
have completed the elementary cycle, may be 
admitted to the 2-)eai progiam of the middle c\cle 
{cycle vioycn). The program of the highei cycle 
{cycle supt\kinc) is 3 >ears in length, liicluding 
both tlieoietical study and practical v,'ork, and 
admits holdeis of the Uceme in law or economics, 
or those wlio have completed the middle cycle. 

Ecole National (Vlnge)neurs dc T//w/ji.— Students 
with the baccalaureate in mathematics may be 
admitted to the Ecole Xatioml (Vht^enieurs de 
Tunis (National School of Engineering of Tunis) 
and enter progiams that piepare them either 
for higher level stud) in Trance oi for careers as 
engineers in Tunisia. Those intending to enter 
one of the higliei level schools (gi nudes ecoles) 
in Fiance follow a 2-\ear progiam specializing 
in eitliei uiathematics oi physics and chemistry. 
This piogiam piepaies them foi the entiance e.<- 
amination into the highei le\el schools and forms 
the base for fuuhei stud). The students preparing 
to become engiiieeis enter a 5-)eai progiam leading 
to a diploma. The 2-)eai fust c)cle emphasizes 
eithei mathematics oi ph)sics; die 3-) ear second 
cycle odeis specialization in ci\il engineering, 
chemical and industiial eiigineeiing, mechanical 
and electrical engineering, oi mining. 

Piactical piepaiation is offered in a 3-yeai pro- 
gram open to holders of die baccalaureate or the 
technical diploma (Inevet de tedinicien). Appli- 
cants holding the latter diploma are lequired to 
complete a 1-year preparatory program three- 
(puuteis of which consists of geueial education and 
science ami the othei (piaiter of technical .subjects. 
These applicants aie then admitted to the 3-year 
piogram on the basis of an entiance examination. 
Also, a l-yeai piogram in cauogiaphy, civil en- 



gineeiing, and topography is open to holders of 
the technical diploma {Incvci de techuicien), 

Iu6titiit Bouiguiba des La^i^ues r/Vrt///<?5.— Or- 
ganized ill 1961 as pait of the Univeisit) of Tunis, 
the lustifut Bomguiba des Langues Vivanics 
(Bomguil)a Institute of Modem Languages) now 
has centers in Bizeite, Gabes, Kasserine, Nabeul, 
Sfax, and Soiisse. it is open to anyone wishing to 
leaiii or to impio\e his or hei skill in a foreign 
language and odeis classical and T unisian Arabic, 
Fnglish, French, Genua n, Italian, Russian, and 
Spani.sli. Tlieie are evening piograms as \vell as 
intensive semi-inten.sive, and special summer day- 
time progiains. Ceitificates are awaided to those 
who acliie\e a specified level of proficiency. Those 
who complete a l-)eai evening progvam and pass 
the piesciibed wiitten and oial examinations re- 
ceive a diploma. 

Inshtui des Haufes Etudes (7o;;/?//6*rr/rt/a.— In 
1908 the histitut des Hautes Etudes Commerciales 
(Iiistittite of Highei Commercial Studies) was 
cieated within the Uni^e^sit) of Tunis, Baccalau- 
leate holders are admitted to a 4-year program 
leading to a diploma of highei commercial studies 
{diplome des hautes etudes commerciales). 

lustitut National Agtouomique de Tunis.—Trom 
19(37 to 1970 the lustitut National Agronomique 
de Tunis (National Institute of Agronomy) was 
the Faculty of Agronomy of the University of 
Tunis but is now* a separate institution under die 
spoiisoi.ship of die Ministry of Agriculture It 
offers a 1-yeai piogram leading to the diploma 
of agiicultuial engineering {diplome d'iugeuieur 
agricole), with an additional 2 years recpiired foe 
an engiueeiiiig diploma in agronomy {diplome 
d*ingeuieur agronome). Holders of the baccalau- 
reate in matliematic^s or science, or of the bac- 
c a lam eat e from an agiicultuial .secondary school, 
ma) be considered foi admission to the first cycle. 
A student who has completed the 3-year agricul- 
tuial secondaiy piogram at the head of his class 
and who holds the certificat de fin d'ctudes tech- 
niques agiicoles may also be admitted. Admission 
to the .second cycle is open, on the basis of an 
entiance examination, to holdeis of the diplome 
d'iugeuieur d'agricole. The program of studies at 
both levels includes biology, chemistry, economics, 
mathematics, ph)sics, and other studies related to 
rural life and development. 

lustitut de P)m(7.-Stuclents in die histitut de 
Picsse (Institute of Jom nalisin), established during 
the academic )ear 1967-08, complete a 4-year 
piogram in jom nalism while taking general studies 
fo! a degree in one of the iiniversity faculties. 
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Institut SulH'ricuu* du Gestio}i des Eule* l^riscs,— 
Also a pari of ilie Uiii\eisity of I'lniis, the Ith 
stitut Sul^aieute du Gvsttoft dtw Efitaj^iscs (High- 
ei Institute of «\f«iiKigciiicnt) was established with 
tlie assistance of tlic U.S. Agenc) foi International 
Dexelopnieiit to piepaie business executives for 
management positiuns in business and administia* 
tion. It offeLS a 2-\ear giaduaie piogiam leading 
to a diploma in liigliei business studies {dllAome 
d'etudcs sul?e}icines cti gesdoti) that is open to 
holders of either the licence in economic science, 
the maitrise in science, the diploma from the 
Institute of Higher Commercial Studies, the diplo- 
ma from the National School of Engineering, or 
the diploma in engineering fiom the National 
Institute of Agronom). Students follow a program 
of management and management-related courses 
and Kngli.sh. 

To meet the need for middle-level managers, a 2- 
}ear piogram was organized in 1971. Admission 
is based on the eniiance examination and the 
baccalaureate or a diploma judged to be equiva- 
lent. The program of both practical and theo- 
retical studies is geared to meet the needs of 
business and industry for personnel to be im- 
mediate!) ntili/ed. In addition, the institute su|> 
poits a Center for Studies and Research in 
Management and a specialized library; and or- 
ganizes short-term .seminars in executi*'e develop- 
ment. 

lustitut Tcchnologiquc d'Arl, d* Architecture et 
d'Urbanisme.— Both the Ecole des Beaux Arts and 
the Ecole d* Architecture et d*Urbanisme are in- 
cluded in the lustitut Techuologique d*Art, rf'- 
Architecture et d'Urbanisme (Technological Insti- 
tute of Art, Architecture, and Urbanization). 

The Ecole des Beaux Arts (School of Fine Arts) 
is made up of both a preparatory cycle and 
.sections in academic arts, arts and industries, 
and culture and communication. The 3-year pre- 
paratory cycle is open to students who have 
reached the level of the fifth year of secondary 
education. Those who complete this cycle receive a 
certificate (certificat de fiu d'ctudes du cycle fnc- 
l>aratoirc) and may coutinne in one of the sections 
mentioned above. Holders of the baccalaureate 
may also be considered for admission to one of 
these sections. The culture and comnumication 
section prepares art teachers for secondary schools 
and offers a program of two 2-year cycles leading 
to a diploma {dilMme sulwriaure de VEcole des 
Beaux Arts), Both the arts and industries and the 
acadenn'c arts sections offer 3-year programs in a 
number of specialisations. 

O 
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Students are admitted to die Ecole d*Architec- 
turc et d*U}baui\uie (School of Architecture and 
Uil)aui/ation) on the basis of a baccalaureate. 
The .school ofleis a 7-\eai piogram in architecture, 
di\ided into a first and second c)(,le of 2 years 
each and a tliiid c)cle of 3 years, Ceitificates aie 
awauled upon completion of the fust two c)cles, 
and a diploma {dil)ldnie d\nchitectura) upon com- 
pletion of the iliiid, A fourth qcle of 2 years 
with .specialisation in urbanization is being 
planned. 

CURRENT PLANS ' 

Tunisia's leaders recognize that, if education is 
to begin to meet the goals the) had originally set 
for it, a continuing effort must be made to 
strengthen the educational system and to make 
it responsive to the changing scene within the 
coiuui). It is with this in mind that education is, 
at present, undergoing a thorough and compre- 
hensive review to make it a more effective agent 
of moderni/ation while preserving the country's 
cultural heritage. Present planning calls for an 
increased emphasis on the Arabic language at the 
piimary level, eailier introduction of a second 
foieign language at the secondary level, and greater 
emphasis on science and technological .subjects. 
Fiu'ihermore, all sections of the "long" secondary 
program will offer 7-year programs and will lead 
to a baccalaureate. At the higher level, the role 
of research as a function of the university will 
receive added importance. 

SELECTED GLOSSARY 

French English 

Atwee prcparatoire One year of nniversily prepara- 
tory work in science subjects 
that poienttal medical, dental, 
and pharmacy .students mnst 
complete hefoic beginning spe- 
cialised study. 

RaccalauYcat Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of the 7- year "long" sec- 
ondary program. It is generally 
required for entrance into the 
University. 

Brevet d*ens€ignemenl 

indiistriel Diploma awarded, under the 

education strnctnre as it existed 
from 10.")8 to 10G7, in the indus- 
trial secondary program Upon 
completion of the fifth year of 
a 6*)cav piogram. (The t>revcl 
(Ic teclinicien was a\\*arded upon 
completion of llie sixth year.) 
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Brevet de technicien 



CapaciU* en thoit 



.Diploma awarded upon complc- 
ixou of the C-yoar .u'coiidary in- 
dnstiial program. 

.Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of a 2'year proj;ram in law 
in the Faculty of Law, Eco- 
nomics, and Political Science. 



Cycle mpyen 



CapacUc en sciences ceo- 
nomiques Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion aC a 2-year program in 
economic science in the Faculty 
of Law, Economics, and Political 
Science. 

Centre de Formation Pro- 

fessionnelle Agricole Center offering vocational agri» 

cultural training to primary 
school graduates. 

Certiftcat d'aptHude an (no- 
fessenr adjoint 

(C.A.P.A.) Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of the 2'year teacher-train- 
injif program of the Kcolc Nation- 
ale des Professents Adjoints. 

Certiftcat de ftn d* etudes du 
cycle prcparatoire Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of the secondary-level pie- 
parator}" cycle of the Ecolc des 
Beaux Arts, 

Certiftcat de ftn d*ctttde% 

techniques agricoles Technical diploma awarded 

upon completion of the 3-)ear 
upper secondary program at an 
agricultural lycee. 



College moyen 



Cycle clcmcntaire 



. Institution that offered a 3-ycar 
terminal progra))i in general 
education and practical instruc* 
tion to students who had com- 
pleted the primary cycle. The 
program included general, in- 
dustrial, and commercial see- 
tions. It was replaced by 
Venseig nem en t secondaire pro • 
fessio n n el u nder the 1967 re- 
vision of the educational 
structure. 



College moyen d'agricul' 

ture Former middle-level agriculture 

school. It provided 3 >ears of 
education to students v/Uo had 
completed the primary level. 

College secondaire rf'flgn* 

culture Former upper secondary agricul- 

ture school that provided 3 
years of education. 



Cycle siiperieiire 



.Klemcntary or first cycle pro- 
grams of tlie Ecole Nationale 
d'Administration. It offers three 
2.year levels open, respectively. 



to tliose who have completed 3 
years of secondary education. 5 
yeais of .secondaiy education, 
and holders of the baccalaureate. 

.Middle cycle program of the 
Ecole Nationale d'Administra- 
tion. It offers a 2-year program 
to those who have completed 
tlie cycle ('Icmeutaiic or the 
fit St 2 years in the Faculty of 
Law, Economics, and Political 
Science. 

..Higher cycle program of the 
Ecole Nationale d'Administra- 
tion. It offers a 3-ycar program* 
to those who have completed the 
cycle moyen and to holders of 
the licence from the Faculty of 
Law, Economics, and Political 
Sciences. 



Dipldme d'architecture Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of the 7-year program in 
architecture of the Ecole 
d'Architecture ct d'lJthamuuc, U 
is open to holders of the hac- 
cnlauratt. 

DipUhnc d't'tudes appro- 

fondies Diploma of advanced studies 

awarded by the Faculty of 
Mathematical, Physical, and Na- 
tural Sciences upon completion 
of a specific program of theoreti- 
cal study and practical work 
open to liolders of the maitrise. 

Diplome d't'tudes .utpcr- 
i cures Diploma awarded upo?i comple- 
tion of an additional year of 
higher study open to holders of 
the licence in the Faculty of 
Law, Economics, and Political 
Science. 

Diplome d'ctudes supn- 
/Ci es en gestion Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of the 2-year graduate pro- 
gram- in business and manage- 
ment offered by the Imtitut 
Supcrieure du Gestion des En- 
terprises, 

Diplome d'ingcnicnr agri- 
cole Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of the 4.year undergradu- 
ate program of the Institut Na- 
tional Agronomiqtte de Tunis. 



Dipldme d'ingcnicxir 
agronome 



. Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of the 2-year program open 
to holders of the dipldme d'in- 
gatieur agricole. 
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DilAomc de fin tVctudes 
commerciales Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of ilic G-ycar sccondaiy 
coninicicial program. 

Dildome 'de fin d'ctudes 
normaUs Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of the 4-year progi.'un at an 
upper secondary normal .school. 

Dipldme de fin de stage . . Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of the probationary year of 
study and practical experience 
that holders of the diplome de 
fin dVtudes nortnales undergo. 



Dipldme de lechnicien 
agricole 



.Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of a 2-year program at a 
specialized postsecondaiy agricul- 
tural institute. 



Dipldme des hautes 
etudes commerciales 



.Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of the 4-ye.ir nndergmdu- 
ate program of the Institut des 
Hautes Ehulvs Commerciales. 

Dipldme professionnel Diploma awarded u|X)n comple- 
tion of the 4-year secondary 
vocational program. 

Dipldme supcrieure de 
I'Ecole des Beaux Arts ..Diploma awaided upon comple- 
tion of the 4-year program in 
the culture and communication 
section of the Ecole des Beaux 
Arts, open to holders of cer- 
tificats de fin d'ctudcs du cycle 
pre para toire or of the bacca- 
laurvat. 



Dipldme unixfcrsitaires 
d'etudes litteraires 
(D.V.E,L,) 



Dipldme universitaire 
d'ctudes scientifiques 
(D.U£S.) 



..Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of the first undergraduate 
2'ycar cycle in the Faculty of 
Letters and Human Sciences. 



.Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of the first undergraduate 
2-)ear cycle in the Faculty of 
Mathematical, Physical, and Na- 
tural Sciences. 



Dipldme Zeitounian de 
predication et d'oricn- 

tation religieuse Diploma awarded upon comple- 
tion of a 3- year undergraduate 
program in the Faculty of The- 
ology. 



Doctoral d'etat ... 



.Degree in medicine awarded 
upon completion of a 7'year 
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program that includes one pre- 
paiatory )ear {annvc prcpara- 
toite), 4 yeais of medical suidics, 
and 2 years of practical work. 



Doctoral de troisidme 
cycle 



Degree awarded by the Faculty 

of ^^athematica^ Physical, and 
Natural Sciences. Students hold- 
ing the dipldme dV'tmhs appw- 
fondles are required to do ap- 
proximately 1 or 2 years of 
research and prepare a disser- 
tation, 

Ecoles professionelles de 

la santc publitjuc Secondary schools sponsored by 

the Ministry of Public Health 
and open for specialized train- 
ing in various public health 
fields. 

VEnseignement secondaire 
long Full secondary program. It in- 
cludes a 3-year first" cycle (tronc 
commun) and a second cycle of 
^'i?'^^ 3 years, leading to a tech- 
nical or commercial diploma; 
or of 4 years, leading to the 
hftccalaurrat. 

VEnseignement secondaire 

professional Four-year vocational secondary 

program open to students who 
have completed the primary 
level. It includes some general 
education along with ♦raining in 
specific skills and has greater 
emphasis on practical work than 
had the program in the college 
•moyen. 



Cfrandes ecoles ...... Prestigious French institutions 

of 'higher education tradition- 
ally aimed at preparing high- 
level professional personnel and 
administrators. 

Licence Degree awarded upon comple- 
tion of 4 years of study in the 
Faculties of Law, Economics, 
and Political Science and Theol* 
ogy; before their reorganizations 
in 1970 and 1971, respectively, 
the Faculty of Mathematics, 
Ph)'sical, and Natural' Sciences 
awarded the licence after 4 
years of study and the Faculty 
of Letters and Human Sciences, 
after 3 years of study. 

Lycces secondaires agri- 
coles Upper secondary agricultural 

schools offering 3 and 4 year 
piograms leading to a techni- 
cal diploma (ccrtificat de fin 
d'ct udes t ecli niq ucs agricoles ) 
and a bacca laurvat, respectively. 
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MaUnsc 



Mattristics lettres de 
recherche 



Tronc commm 



.Degree awarded by the Facul- 
ties of Letters and Hntttan 
ScieiicoNp :uid M:itheniatic:ilp Phy. 
sicil. and Natural Sciences upon 
completion of A yeais of under* 
graduate snidy (two 2«year 
cycles). 

.Degree awarded upon comple* 
tion of a fifth year of research 
and presentation of a thesis in 
the Faculty of Letters and Hu- 
man Sciences. 

.Three-year first c)cle of second- 
ary education. 
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